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This specimen was obtained from a case shown at a meeting five years ago as one of Gaucher's disease, in which the spleen had been removed when the patient was aged 2 vears and 7 months.1
Since then (December, 1932) the liver had greatly enlarged with the same disease, and the lower ends of both femora had expanded. The dorsal vertebrae had become so much affected that kyphosis had resulted, and enlargement of some lymphatic glands had taken place. The child was finally readmitted to the Royal Waterloo Hospital, at the age of 61 years, with symptoms simulating whooping-cough.
The cough, however, was different from pertussis in some ways and was accompanied with much expectoration which was often red-stained, and by great pain, which never completely disappeared. High temperature, frequent respirations and pulse were noted, and an impaired area was found below the left clavicle. Fresh areas of dullness were gradually discovered in various parts of the lungs, and a number of X-ray photographs showed that the impaired areas were spreading towards the axillae and the apices. A number of sputum examinations were made by Dr. Knott, but Gaucher cells were never seen.
The blood-count in August 1935, when the child was 61 years old, showed: R.B.C. 5,200,000; Hb. 87%; C.I. 0-82; W.B.C. 13,600 (polys. 65%; lymphos. 27%). The platelets were fairly numerous.
The patient died in January 1937 at the age of 7 years. Post-mortem examination showed the mediastinal and hilar glands to be grossly enlarged and to contain masses of Gaucher cells, with the result that the roots of both lungs were apparently extensively " invaded " by the disease, as noted clinically and in the radiographs. In between relatively normal lung tissue were many small subserous and interlobar lymph-nodes with the reticulo-endothelial cells loaded with Gaucher substance, producing a series of small, apparently solidified areas, where the neighbouring air cells were markedly compressed. There was no evidence of old or recent tuberculosis. This is probably the first case of Gaucher's disease of the lungs to be reported in England, but a case has been published in France in the Ann. de Mid. (1933, 33, 97) by Merklen, Waitz, and Warter, in which typical Gaucher cells were found in the bputum.
